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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #5

. Story
s Asexual Reproduction in Sharks

+ Until recently, it was believed that it required the

s mating of a male and female shark in order to create
s baby sharks.

- But various events in recent decades have shown

s that female sharks are able to reproduce asexually if
o there is no suitable partner available.

10 Asexual reproduction is the creation of babies
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1 However, it has only recently been observed in

17 sharks.

18 Two cases have provided conclusion evidence. The
1o first case occurred in a zoo in Omaha in 2001 where
20 a female hammerhead shark gave birth.

21 The second case happened in a Virginia aquarium in
» 2008 where a blacktip shark was discovered to be

23 pregnant when it died. In both cases the sharks had
2« not had any contact with male sharks.

s Worldwide shark populations are in decline and

26 biologists have been searching for a solution.
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They are hailing sexual reproduction as a miracle
that could stop sharks from going extinct.

However, there are concerns that relying on virgin
births could produce reduced genetic diversity in
shark populations.

This would cause more birth defects and leave
shark populations more vulnerable to disease.

So even if virgin birth is possible, the safer way to
ensure populations is still reproduction involving both
male and female sharks.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

*¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself
before skipping to the sample answers.

1. What have recent studies shown about female
sharks?

2. What kinds of animals has asexual reproduction
been known in?
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2 3. What are the two examples given of the “virgin

53 birth” of sharks?

54

ss 4. Why are biologists hailing asexual reproduction as
56 a miracle solution?

57

s 5. What would be the result of reduced genetic
59 diversity in sharks?

60

2 Your Thoughts

62 X Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the

9 niiactinne vniirealf hafara elrinninAa +A tha eamnla anceware

nnnnnnnn

TERRT ¥ A FELw Z VAN “Hit %" EBEBAZT T LT L6000
(V) v 712 G1%> TEEER(TMzPY THAL ) rizd
22 ANAPFrw b or FHF0 I X FEICEEA

Please inform your teacher “name of the material” before the lesson.

(Sendind a link won't convey the messade. )
"' How to inform: Write it in the Skype chat or the comments section when mokin9 a reservation.

-------

s /. Have you heard of asexual reproduction
69 happening in other animals?

n 8. Why do you think shark populations are in
72 decline?

73

+ 9. How do you think we could help save the shark
75 populations in the world?

76

» 10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

78
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» Sample Answers

so 1. 1f she cannot find a suitable partner, she might

81 be able to reproduce asexually, without the need
82 for a male.

83

s« 2. It has long been known in insects, reptiles and

85 amphibians.

86

ez 3. In 2001, a female hammerhead shark gave birth in
88 a zoo in Omaha and in a Virginian aquarium, a

89 female blacktip shark was found to be pregnant
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os 5. Sharks would have less resistance to disease and

% more birth defects.

97

s 6. NO, | don't. It sounds like it takes a long time for
99 sharks to change to reproduce asexually.

100 The article only has two examples and the

101 second didn’t even successfully give birth.

102

03 /. Yes, | have. | have heard of it happening in fish
104 and lizards.

105
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8. | think that a lot of people hunt sharks, and it takes
a long time for sharks to grow up.
The increase of heat and carbon dioxide in the
world’s oceans due to climate change may also
be a contributing factor.

9. The whale populations used to be in critical
danger and so the hunting of whales was banned
around the world.

If the same could be done for sharks, then it may
save the shark populations.
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